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Crater Cake Recipe
This moon is definitely not made of green cheese! In fact, it's a very kid-friendly baking project. Your little assistant will love crushing the cookies, mixing them into the frosting, and helping to create the moon's surface (which needn't be smooth or neat). If you use chocolate cake, any crumbs that end up in the frosting will blend right in.
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INGREDIENTS

· 1 box cake batter, prepared according to package instructions

· Shortening, butter, or cooking spray for greasing the bowl and pan

· 7 chocolate wafers or chocolate sandwich cookies

· 16-ounce can white frosting 

· Necco candy wafers (we used only the gray ones) 

DECORATIONS

· Plastic astronauts

· Miniature American flag (buy a tiny flag pick at a party or baking-supply store or make your own with paper and a toothpick)

INSTRUCTIONS

1.) Heat the oven to 350°. Divide the prepared batter into 2 equal parts. Pour one half into a greased 2K-quart oven-safe bowl and the other into a greased 9-inch round pan. Bake both until a toothpick inserted in the centers comes out clean, approximately 40 minutes for the bowl and 25 minutes for the pan. Let the cakes cool thoroughly, then remove them from the bowl and pan. 

2.) Using a rolling pin, crush the chocolate cookies in a sealed bag (leave a small opening for air to escape). Empty the can of frosting into a bowl, then stir in the crumbs.

3.) Frost the top of the flat cake, then place the dome cake on it. (If necessary, first trim the bottom of the dome with a large knife so that it's level.) Frost the rest of the cake.

4.) Push the Necco wafers into the frosting to form craters on the moon's surface. Add the astronauts and the flag.
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Courtesy: Disney FamilyFun magazine.
Go to familyfun.com for more great ideas.

ABOUT THE MOVIE

Take out the trash, eat your broccoli—who needs moms, anyway?  Nine-year-old Milo (Seth Green) finds out just how much he needs his mom (Joan Cusack) when she’s nabbed by Martians who plan to steal her mom-ness for their own young. Produced by the team behind “Disney’s A Christmas Carol” and “The Polar Express,” “Mars Needs Moms” showcases Milo’s quest to save his mom—a wild adventure in Disney Digital 3D™ and IMAX® 3D that involves stowing away on a spaceship, navigating an elaborate, multi-level planet and taking on the alien nation and their leader (Mindy Sterling). With the help of a tech-savvy, underground earthman named Gribble (Dan Fogler) and a rebel Martian girl called Ki (Elisabeth Harnois), Milo just might find his way back to his mom—in more ways than one.  For more information, check out Disney.com/MarsNeedsMoms, like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/MarsNeedsMomsMovie, or follow us on Twitter: Twitter.com/DisneyPictures.
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